
[ECC] A Message for Everyone 
 
Dear ECC Members, 
 
This message is intended for everyone, whether you are participating in choir this year or not. 
First of all, I want to reiterate that we are here for YOU this year – whatever helps you through 
these times. For some of you, that means participating as much as possible, for some it may 
mean keeping a connection in some way, and for others it means stepping away for a while and 
knowing that we will be here for you when a time comes for us to sing together again as a 
choir.  
 
It has taken some time for choir members to settle into their spot, and some have shifted 
throughout this process. I am writing to you all now, because future emails will be targeted only 
to those who are participating in particular activities. If you have not already conveyed your 
preference to your section leader, please do so now. If you need to know who that is and their 
contact information, get in touch with Troy at the office: troy@eugeneconcertchoir.org or 541-
687-6865. 
 
Before I address each group, let me tell you some heartening news that is giving me something 
to look forward to. I have been invited to conduct the Brahms Requiem on June 20, 2022 in 
Carnegie Hall. Although I am most likely postponing our Brahms Requiem performance in 
Eugene to next season, I hope we will all be able to double our experience with this most 
beautifully moving choral masterwork together the following year. No decisions are needed 
until October of next year, but it is something you can hold in your mind and heart, if it gives 
you the comfort and hope that it gives me. Cost of the 5-day, 4-night performance residency is 
$1,549 with hotel accommodations or $949 independent (airfare not included). 
 
Going forward with communication, let me talk to each group: 
 
Those taking some time off – We will communicate with you about our Virtual Gala and the 
programs and activities we release to the public. I hope you will continue to support your choir 
and enjoy what we have to offer. Stay safe and return to the fold when you feel comfortable to 
do so. 
 
Those participating remotely – We have called this group the “Zoom” group, but that is a 
misnomer and is causing some confusion. The Zoom link is only active during an actual 
rehearsal, so for ECC members, that will only be 7:00 – 7:45 pm on the next five Monday nights. 
The schedule will change for November. But we are recording these Zoom rehearsals and they 
are posted the next day on our “For Choir Members” page (link on the bottom of the homepage 
of our website: EugeneConcertChoir.org). Those are recordings on our YouTube channel and 
you do not need to do anything with Zoom. You simply click on the link posted on our website 
and play the video, just like any other video, and it will be available for you to return to as often 
as you please and to pause, repeat, backup, fast forward, and use in whatever way assists you 
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in learning the music. You will be included in the email messages to In-Person participants so 
you know what the rehearsal plan is, but we understand that you will not be attending. 
 
There is a very important additional bit of information I need those participating remotely to 
know. We are going to record our Holidays Around the World program to release as a video as a 
gift to the community. If you are learning your music at home, you are welcome to join in the 
recording even if you have not attended any in-person rehearsals. We are recording a basic 
track on November 1 which will include accompaniment and one voice per part, and we will 
make that basic track available so you can all practice with it. Then we will be layering on all of 
the choir voices of everyone who wants to be involved, with individuals spread very far apart 
around Silva Concert Hall at the Hult Center over numerous recording sessions, November 13 – 
15. So, if you want to be a part of the recording, you would show up one time in a very 
controlled, highly sanitized setting at Silva Concert Hall, listen through your own headphones or 
earbuds to the track, sing your part into a microphone for the Holiday program, and leave. If 
this appeals to you, please let me know directly. I know this is an ever-changing scenario, and 
no one will be held to any firm commitment. I just would like to know your interest. 
 
In-Person Participants – We will be in touch with you regarding rehearsal schedules and 
protocols. Please read the above paragraph about recording the Holidays Around the World 
program. We are happy to include all of you in the recording. Don’t worry about problems 
balancing the sections. This is a recording. We can double voices within sections to create a 
balance.  
 
OK, we have a plan. 
 
Virtual hugs all around. Stay safe. 
 
Diane 


