
Message for EVA 
 
Dear EVA Members, (If you are also in ECC, please read this message. Some of it is the same, 
but it differs from the one sent to ECC and is specific to EVA.) 
 
This message is intended for everyone in Eugene Vocal Arts, whether you are participating in 
choir this year or not. First of all, I want to reiterate that we are here for YOU this year – 
whatever helps you through these times. For some of you, that means participating as much as 
possible, for some it may mean keeping a connection in some way, and for others it means 
stepping away for awhile and knowing that we will be here for you when a time comes for us to 
sing together again as a choir.  
 
It has taken some time for choir members to settle into their spot, and some have shifted 
throughout this process. I am writing to you all now, because future emails will be targeted only 
to those who are participating in particular activities. If you have not already conveyed your 
preference to Jennifer Love, please do so now: lovejm@lanecc.edu 
 
Before I address each group, let me tell you some heartening news that is giving me something 
to look forward to. I have been invited to conduct the Brahms Requiem on June 20, 2022 in 
Carnegie Hall. Although I am most likely postponing our Brahms Requiem performance in 
Eugene to next season, I hope we will all be able to double our experience with this most 
beautifully moving choral masterwork together the following year. No decisions are needed 
until October of next year, but it is something you can hold in your mind and heart, if it gives 
you the comfort and hope that it gives me. Cost of the 5-day, 4-night performance residency is 
$1,549 with hotel accommodations or $949 independent (airfare not included). 
 
Going forward with communication, let me talk to each group: 
 
Those taking some time off – We will communicate with you about our Virtual Gala and the 
programs and activities we release to the public. I hope you will continue to support your choir 
and enjoy what we have to offer. Stay safe and return to the fold when you feel comfortable to 
do so. Please read the Performance Plans at the bottom in case you may find participation later 
in the season a possibility for you. 
 
Those participating remotely – We have called this group the “Zoom” group, but that is a 
misnomer and is causing some confusion. The Zoom link is only active during an actual 
rehearsal, so for EVA members, that will only be 8:15 – 9:00 pm on the next five Monday nights. 
But we are recording these Zoom rehearsals and they are posted the next day on our “For Choir 
Members” page (link on the bottom of the homepage of our website: EugeneConcertChoir.org). 
Those are recordings on our YouTube channel and you do not need to do anything with Zoom. 
You simply click on the link posted on our website and play the video, just like any other video, 
and it will be available for you to return to as often as you please and to pause, repeat, backup, 
fast forward, and use in whatever way assists you in learning the music. You will be included in 
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the email messages to In-Person participants so you know what the rehearsal plan is, but we 
understand that you will not be attending. 
 
In-Person Participants – The number of EVA in-person participants is limited enough that you 
should all plan to attend the next five Monday night rehearsals at the Kidsports Fieldhouse from 
8:15 – 9:00 pm. I will select the number of singers per rehearsal when I receive the responses to 
Jenny’s survey, but those who are not singing will be “alternates” who can sit to the side and 
listen or fill in a singing spot if it is vacant.  
 
Performance Plans 
The EVA rehearsals we do this fall will focus on particular repertoire from the In Celebration of 
Women program such that the recordings of these rehearsals will be resources to learn the 
repertoire on your own. Following the October EVA rehearsals, we will take a break from in-
person rehearsals until the new year. This fall I am concentrating on one project with Eugene 
Concert Choir – recording their Holidays Around the World program to release as a video gift to 
the community and possibly be projected onstage for a performance at the Hult Center in 
December that is a mix of live and recorded content.  
 
Starting in January, we have the exciting prospect of moving into the newly built Midtown Arts 
Center, 16th and Pearl, both for our office space and for their gorgeous new rehearsal studios. 
We will be able to have dedicated Monday and Tuesday evening rehearsals for EVA and ECC in 
the large MAC rehearsal studio, which is the size of Silva Concert Hall stage. It is not as large as 
the Kidsports Fieldhouse, but we can determine the appropriate size of ensemble and schedule 
for small groups as the time approaches. 
 
At present, we have dates reserved at the Hult Center Silva Concert Hall for the programs that 
were planned for this season. We will potentially use those dates for the EVA Women program 
to do socially distanced recordings and/or live performance, or mix of live and recorded 
content, depending on the health conditions at the time. These dates are: 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday – February 26, 27, 28, 2021 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday – April 16, 17, 18, 2021 
I am also in line behind other holds in case they open up for:  
Thursday, Friday, Sunday – April 29, 30, May 2, 2021 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday – May 7, 8, 9, 2021  
 
I hope to perform and/or record the In Celebration of Women program at some point this 
season, and working on the repertoire will enrich us all. If you can pencil in those dates and 
plan to be available, I will update you as soon as we know more. 
 
Regarding the Beatles Forever concert, I don’t see that being successful in an indoor venue if 
the audience can’t sing along. We will see what next spring looks like, but I have put in an 
inquiry with Kesey Enterprises, which books Cuthbert Amphitheater, and I will also be looking at 
other outdoor possibilities, for late spring or early summer.   
 



OK, we have a plan. 
 
Virtual hugs all around. Stay safe. 
 
Diane 


