
Dear Choir Members, 
  
We are launching the start of our online Highlights & Harmony Virtual Gala to Benefit the 
Eugene Concert Choir! You can join us for three weeks of activities, including a silent auction, 
live auction, Gifts for the Soul appeal, raffle, and wonderful remembrances of our 2019-2020 
season. Look for the e-news of information about our Highlights & Harmony virtual event, 
and forward it to other friends and colleagues. 
  
This first week, we open the opportunity to support the choir with a “Home Table 
Sponsorship,” – an  exclusive offer of a bottle of wine or six-pack of beer and one of Billy Mac’s 
scrumptious Wild Mushroom Pies delivered to your home on the evening of the Virtual Gala 
celebration, Friday, October 23rd. Also opening this first week are raffle tickets for chances to 
win a Magnum Metro 500w E-Bike from Eugene Electric Bicycles, a Fitbit Charge 4 Wristband, 
or Premium Wines from Mark and Carey Garber’s wine cellar. 
  
There are more activities to come. As you settle in to access rehearsal videos for both choirs, 
(videos from this past Monday night are up on our website) think about the value that Eugene 
Concert Choir and Eugene Vocal Arts brings to your lives. 
  
----- Diane 
  
Here is a message from Board Secretary Debra Dean: 
  
Dear Fellow Singer: 
  
As ECC’s Board of Directors met over the summer, trying to wrap our heads around the ever-
changing prospects of a season (or not) of choral music, one bit of guidance Diane shared really 
stuck with me. A professional in the field of performance advised groups to: 1) gather and grow 
our resources, 2) maintain a visible presence with our audience and our community, and 3) 
prepare some dynamic, even dynamite programs to present when the “curse” is lifted. Our 
members are going to be MORE than ready to celebrate in song, and our audiences are going to 
be BEYOND ready to hear us! 
  
The upcoming Highlights and Harmony Gala is our most significant occasion to work together 
on the first part of that advice - and to have some fun in the process!  
This Gala has the same aspiring goals it’s always had - with the additional need to support 
technological essentials. Sid Voorhees and Diane will be teaming up as usual for the 
presentation. Although we won’t get to share a live performance just feet away from our 
guests, we will get to reminisce about the great performances of our 2019-2020 season through 
an engaging Highlights video.  
  
 
 
 



I am excited about some differences that offer unique opportunities: 
 

1. The silent auction and the raffle will be available for days, not minutes. There’ll be a 
system for participating in the bidding all along the way. 

2. No ticket is necessary - those dollars can supplement your bidding! 
3. The evening event on October 23rd will last only an hour, and can be attended in 

whatever attire suits your evening plans. 
4. If you choose to be a sponsor, you and the friends or family you “bubble” with can have 

a personally exclusive delivery of Billy Mac’s Wild Mushroom Pie with wine or beer just 
in time for the Live-Streamed Gala celebration! 

  
One more thing has occurred to me that can transform this event. Because this is a virtual, 
online Gala, the guests don’t need to live within reach! I have friends and relatives all over the 
country who have been hearing about ECC and its role in my life for decades, and this time, I 
can invite them! They can join in the bidding, see the presentation, hear our voices, meet 
Diane, even give a Gift for the Soul. We can enjoy the experience together.  
  
Who might YOU include? All it takes is your invitation, and a link! Let’s see if we can muster a 
nationwide crowd! 
 


