
Dear Eugene Vocal Arts, 
  
I am sending this email to all members of EVA, even if you haven’t been participating lately, because 
there is news I would like to share with all of you. First, our beautiful 2019 spring concert “The Peace of 
Wild Things” is airing on KWAX 91.1 tomorrow (Friday) at 10:00 am. I listened through the recording last 
night with tears in my eyes, both with sorrowful longing that this is “what I used to do,” and with 
emotion for the exquisite music and how movingly you performed it. 
  
Another reason I am writing to all of you is because there is a technological advance that is being Beta 
tested now, and I would like Eugene Vocal Arts to be a part of it. The JackTrip Foundation is figuring out 
the latency problem in remote internet signal such that choirs and orchestras would be able to rehearse 
and perform simultaneously from their remotely connected locations. Only selected organizations are 
eligible to be a part of the Beta testing, and we are in a location that would qualify. I am in contact with 
the JackTrip Foundation and hope to have more news about what we would do, how and when. This is a 
pioneering technological advance that could serve choirs and orchestras across the world throughout 
this period of isolation. EVA members who have suspended your participation, I am reaching out to you 
in particular to ask if you would participate in this important venture. I would love to hear from you. 
  
I also want to make an appeal to the tenors, and especially the basses, to help out Eugene Concert Choir 
on their Holidays Around the World recording project. We have had a lot of men’s voices dropping out 
and we could use several additional voices to add to their sound for the recording. All of the ECC holiday 
music is on the “For Choir Members” page of the Concert Choir website, and there are rehearsal 
recordings to learn it. The recording sessions will be scheduled throughout the weekend of November 
13 – 15 and would involve you coming to the Hult Center Silva Concert Hall in a very controlled, socially-
distanced environment, listening to the Basic Track through headphones we provide for you, and 
removing your mask and singing your part into a microphone. Just that simple. Each recording session 
will involve a small number of singers very distanced from each other throughout Silva Concert Hall. All 
spaces will be thoroughly sanitized and electronics will be UV-light disinfected for every singer. Please 
let me know if you would like to do that. The Holidays Around the World video is going to be our gift of 
cheer to the community. 
  
In other current news, everyone please check out our Highlights & Harmony Virtual Gala. You can click 
through the info on the ECC website to learn about our activities. We have one Home Table Sponsorship 
left. Next week we post our silent auction items for bidding, and the raffle and Gifts for the Soul is live 
now. On Friday, October 23 at 7:00 pm, we will have a Virtual presentation that will feature wonderful 
highlights of our past performances and a live auction. 
  
Going forward for rehearsals with EVA singers this fall, we only have two more rehearsals scheduled, 
and then we will take a break until January – unless we rehearse remotely for the JackTrip Beta testing. 
What can we expect in January? Excellent possibilities – 
Our plan is to move rehearsals to the beautiful new rehearsal studios at the new Midtown Arts Center, 
16th & Pearl. Construction is scheduled to be completed in December. I have toured the rehearsal 
studios and they are gorgeous. I am planning our In Celebration of Women concert to be a mix of live 
and recorded content in Silva Concert Hall at the Hult Center. There are exciting new advances in sound, 
video and LED projection screens at the Hult Center that will enhance our performance and make live-
streaming and recording possible. Dates to be determined as conditions develop. 
  
My plan for the next two rehearsals – October 19 and 26 – is as follows: 



Sing through our full In Celebration of Women program to create a resource for you to return to as you 
continue to prepare on your own. We will start from the beginning of the program and go as far as we 
can on the 19th, then pick up from there and complete the program on the 26th. 
  
Here is the full program in order: 
  

In Celebration of Women 
Repertoire 

  
  

O Virtus Sapientiae - Women                                                             Hildegard von Bingen 
                                                                                                            (1098-1179) 
Morir non puo                                                                                    Maddalena Casulana 
                                                                                                            (c.1544-c.1590) 
Dicesti Anima Mia                                                                               Vittoria (Raffaella) Aleotti 
                                                                                                            (c.1570-c.1620) 
Angelus ad pastores ait                                                                      Raffaella Aleotti 
                                                                                                            (c.1570-c.1646) 
Il Contrasto de Cinque Sensi                                                               Barbara Strozzi 
                                                                                                            (1619-1677) 
Miserere mei Deus                                                                             Marianna von Martines 
                                                                                                            (1744-1812) 
Gondoliera                                                                                          Clara Wieck Schumann 
                                                                                                            (1819-1896) 
Schöne Fremde                                                                                   Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel 
                                                                                                            (1805-1847) 
Hymne au Soleil                                                                                  Lili Boulanger 
                                                                                                            (1893-1918) 
Wild Nights, Wild Nights                                                                     Emma Lou Diemer 
                                                                                                            (b. 1927) 
We Shall Walk Through the Valley                                                     Undine Smith Moore 
                                                                                                            (1904-1989) 
To Sit and Dream                                                                                Rosephanye Powell 
                                                                                                            (b. 1962) 
We are. . .                                                                                            Ysaÿe Barnwell 
                                                                                                            (b. 1946) 
O Love                                                                                                 Elaine Hagenberg 
            
Love Bears All Things                                                                          Joan Szymko 
                                                                                                            (b. 1957) 
  
  
We will not rehearse the Hildegard von Bingen O Virtus Sapientiae. For that, please use this YouTube 
link to prepare: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9K9PfjRjxM 
Use the notes she sings. On “virtus” – second note F instead of G. Last line “O” sing F – G – A – G. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9K9PfjRjxM


We will not rehearse “Love Bears All Things” by Joan Szymko. If we can’t convene as a full choir to 
perform, I will play our recording of that movement from Shadow and Light. 
  
We will also not rehearse We Are . . . by Ysaye Barnwell. The sheet music you have is a choral rendering 
of this piece, which is basically a continuous underlying chant with solo. There is more that can be 
improvised over the parts that are written here. If we can’t convene the full choir to perform together, I 
will record the underlying chant “Karaoke”-style and have soloists from the choir sing live to the 
recording. Here is the link to how this piece should sound. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWaw-tQ4W7w 
  
I look forward to two more productive rehearsals with you wonderful singers, and then you are released 
to prepare on your own from your remote locations, whether rehearsing from our rehearsal recordings 
or joining in to the JackTrip Beta testing venture. 
  
Diane 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWaw-tQ4W7w

