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Dear Friends,
We are embarking on a momentous season of extraordinary performances and experiences. After
two years of cautious programming to accommodate singers, instrumentalists and audience, we are
offering a bold and adventurous season with spectacular guest artists and deeply moving repertoire. It is
wonderful to be together with all of you. As I contemplate the suffering in so many areas of the world, I
am enormously grateful that we get to do this, and the open-hearted reaction to our art from inside the
organization to far stretches has reinforced for me that what we do carries tremendous importance for
our lives and the lives of those engaged with us.
Some exciting news for me and our organization! Over the summer, I received a great honor of being
accepted into the Recording Academy!!! This is not only an amazing recognition of the work I have done
in the professional choral field, but it also opens up many opportunities for me and for the organization.
I am being barraged with emails and information, and I don’t even know what it all means yet. I had two
terrific Grammy winners recommend me – Mason Williams and Paul Winter.
And coinciding with this terrific news for me, we are releasing the audio recording of In Celebration of
Women this Thursday, September 15 for commercial release on numerous streaming platforms. Watch for
our e-news announcement this Thursday.
I can’t begin to relate all that we have planned for you this season. Come along on this amazing artistic
journey and experience it all as it unfolds.
						Sincerely,
						Diane

COVID Policy
As COVID-19 is transitioning from an emergency
pandemic to an endemic respiratory virus, we are
still requiring vaccination and at least one booster
shot for membership in the choir.
Masks are voluntary at this time. We will continue
to monitor the issues.

The Newsletter
The choir newsletter is your source for information
about the choir and its activities. Please pick up a
newsletter at the start of rehearsal, and it will also be
posted on our website: EugeneConcertChoir.org on
the “For Choir Members” page.
You may communicate with your fellow choir
members through the weekly newsletter as well. If
you have a blurb you would like included, send it
to our Operations Director Troy DeShazer no later
than Friday noon of the week prior.
Troy DeShazer
choir@EugeneConcertChoir.org
The newsletter contains announcements, welcome
to new choir members, info on upcoming events
and concerts, volunteer opportunities and requests,
policies and procedures, calendar and schedule

announcements, and Community News – The
place for blurbs that you would like included.
There are two common entries that require your
special attention:
The Practice Corner – Diane’s recommendations of
what to prepare for the next rehearsal.
Music Notes – corrections or comments for the
sheet music

The Eugene Concert Choir Handbook
Everyone please read the new, revised ECC
Handbook, and pay special attention to the new
Attendance Policy for each choir for rehearsals and
performances.

The Practice Corner
Please prepare for next week (EVA and ECC):
•
•
•
•

Prayer for Ukraine (Ukrainian composers)
A Prayer for Ukraine (John Rutter)
Ukrainian National Anthem
Let There Be Peace on Earth

Welcome to New and Returning Members:
We welcome back many returning members
who are ready to sing with us again. We will
acknowledge our returning members at rehearsal.
The following new members recently auditioned
and are joining us for the first time:
Eugene Vocal Arts:
Soprano 1 – Sun Baik, Maggie Windler, and 		
Cynthia Stenger Riplinger (formerly in ECC)
Bass 1 – Benjamin Lillard
Eugene Concert Choir:
Soprano 1 – Elizabeth Thompson and
Brittanie Sorensen
Soprano 2 – Kelli Doyle
Alto 1 – Sara Lake, Elona Wong
Tenor 2 – Ralph Fahnestock
Bass 2 – Brian Moffatt

Songs for Ukraine – a Ukrainian benefit concert
choral festival sponsored by the Eugene Gleemen.
Former ECC member Ron Raynes is the main
organizer behind this event, and Gleemen director
John Jantzi is the program director. Although this
is not a required event for the Eugene Concert
Choir and Eugene Vocal Arts season, Diane
Retallack is encouraging everyone from both choirs
to attend.
Diane is still determining what we will sing for
our choir set, but it is likely to be the 4th mvt. of
the Brahms Requiem, For the Beauty of the Earth/
Canticle of Brother Sun from the Missa Gaia, and
the Ukrainian Prayer for Ukraine that Eugene Vocal
Arts sang last year. We will work on the Prayer for
Ukraine in our regular rehearsals. Everyone bring
your Brahms score next week, and if you have
For the Beauty/Canticle (which ECC sang for the
Holidays Around the World video in 2020) please
bring that as well. We will have music next week for
everyone else.
Numerous choirs are coming together for this
event, and the Mass Choir of all of us combined will
sing:
•
•
•

Rutter Prayer for Ukraine
Let There Be Peace on Earth
Ukrainian National Anthem (accompanied by
the Oregon Tuba Ensemble)

The Mass Choir rehearsals will be as follows:
Tuesday, Sept. 20, 7:15 – 8:30 pm at Emmaus
Lutheran (first part of our regular ECC rehearsal)
Friday, Sept. 23, 7:15 – 8:30 pm at Community of
Christ Church, 1485 Gilham Rd, Eugene
(Our choir will stay on until 9:30 to continue to
prepare our set.)
The performance is an Outdoor Concert in the
back lot behind Community of Christ Church, on
Saturday, September 24 from approximately 4:00 –
7:00 pm, with music, food, arts & crafts. We will get
more information later about the time of the ECC/
EVA performance set, but the Mass Choir set will be
at the end of the concert.
Publicity and donations are encouraged. All
proceeds from this event go directly to the
Ukrainian Foundation.
To help defray expenses for the concert, the Eugene
Gleemen are selling Ukraine T-shirts. If you would
like to buy a T-shirt, please sign up on the sign-up
sheet indicating your name, size, and number of
shirts. The T-shirts will be available at the event
for $20 each, but they are being offered to the
performers for $15; cash or check payable to Eugene
Gleemen. A representative from the Gleemen, Trey
Imfeld, will be at the Mass Choir rehearsal next
Tuesday, Sept. 20, with the T-shirts. You will pay
him directly and receive your shirt. The sign-up
sheet will help him plan what inventory to bring.
The Eugene Gleemen could also use volunteer help
for the event. There is a sign-up sheet to indicate if
you would be willing to volunteer before or during
the Songs for Ukraine event. We would pass your
information on to the Gleemen and they would
contact you with more information.

Highlights & Harmony Gala Benefit
We start out the season launching into our biggest
fundraiser of the year. For those of you who have
participated before, please sign up on all of the lists
you can that we have available at rehearsal. For
those of you who are new, we will explain more
next week and as we go along. Eugene Vocal Arts
and Eugene Concert Choir members are required
to perform at the event, Friday, October 14, at the
Wheeler Pavilion, Lane Events Center. Volunteers
are encouraged to help out, and everyone is
encouraged to purchase a ticket for the dinner and
event, but that is not required. Save the date. More
info to come.
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