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Brahms and Mendelssohn in Berlin

Last week Diane introduced two wonderful 
performance opportunities in Berlin:

Brahms Requiem, June 25, 2023 – joining a Festival 
Chorus conducted by Simon Halsey

Mendelssoh Die erste Walpurgisnacht,  
June 26, 2024 – Eugene Concert Choir, conducted 
by Diane Retallack

ChoralSpace, the excellent organizers of these 
performances for a week-long summer  
festival in Berlin, have invited youto join these 
exciting projects. Registration can be easily 
handled through the link we have provided to you.

We sent around an email with information 
and link. However, you may also find all of this 
information on our website’s “For Choir Members” 
page. Additional singers and accompanying non-
performers are welcome to join us as well.

The costs of the packages are very reasonable, and 
they have reduced the price by 30 Euros from the 
original announcement because their package had 
included bus transport to and from airport and 
hotel for the full group. Since we would not all be 
arriving together, they removed the bus transport 
fee and are offering an optional individual train 
transport ticket to and from airport and hotel.

Diane is very excited about the Mendelssohn 
project! So many things have fallen into place to 
make this project desirable. 

Diane’s doctoral thesis was about Mendelssohn’s 
Die erste Walpurgisnacht (a fantastical choral work 
of the eve of May Day, when the witches dance in 
the Harz Mountains), and she had already planned 
to perform it in spring of 2024. 

So when the organizer’s of ChoralSpace invited 
her to guest conduct, and asked, “Could you do 
something of Mendelssohn?”, it was an astonishing 
and delightful experience. ChoralSpace has invited 
Diane to come to Berlin this June for the Brahms 
Requiem performance so they may work together 
on plans for the Mendelssohn project in 2024.

Attendance Policy

Please review the Attendance Policy for  
rehearsal and performance in the Choir Handbook, 
posted on our website. 

As we ramp up our preparation for our  
Christmas Classics & Carols concert, Diane would 
like to make sure that everyone understands that 
the policy regarding illness has changed this year. 
COVID-19 and its various iterations are still with us, 
and there is an increased rise of other respiratory 
illnesses including colds, influenza, and now 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV). 

We are not requiring masks, updated boosters or 
testing for COVID. We are relying on your personal 
responsibility to keep yourselves and your fellow 
performers safe. 

Continue to back

Dear Singers – Eugene Vocal Arts Beautiful Performance – Viennese Salon Concert

Eugene Vocal Arts opened our concert season with a beautiful performance of our Viennese Salon  
concert on Sunday, November 13. The Haydn Te Deum was exciting, spirited, and excellently performed 
by choir and Eugene Concert Orchestra. The men wonderfully supported our gorgeous mezzo soprano 
soloist Agnes Vojtko in Schubert’s Ständchen. The Mozart Ave Verum was breathtakingly hushed and 
expressive, and the little Beethoven Scottish ditty was appropriately fun and charming. The Mozart arias 
were impressively sung by our soprano Arwen Myers and tenor Esteban Calderòn, and the powerful 
performance by bass-baritone Doremus Scudder of Schubert’s song Der Erlkönig was captivating. The 
lively and entertaining duet by our terrific pianists Nathalie Fortin and Brad Schultz added flair and fun to 
the concert. Choir, orchestra and soloists executed the Martines Dixit Dominus, from grand and glorious 
to sensitive and intimate with confidence, control, precision and beauty of tone. 

I heard feedback from the audience members that they thoroughly enjoyed the “salon concert” format 
and the introductions to all of the interesting and enjoyable repertoire, and the chandeliers, decorative 
chairs and rugs added to the enchantment of the setting. Thank you all for bringing my concept of a 
Viennese Salon concert to the Soreng Theater stage, and for your focused work on the music. It is a 
concert we can all feel proud of.

      Diane
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In the past, choir members would “power through” 
an illness, coming to rehearsal sick and sitting 
around the edges, reluctant to miss the rehearsal. 
Increased caution for the spread of disease and the 
advantages of modern technology have changed 
that practice. Each of our rehearsals will be Zoom-
streamed and recorded to post on our website “For 
Choir Members” page later in the week. There is no 
need for choir members to come to rehearsal sick. 
You can access our rehearsals from home or view 
the recordings at any time. Our policy for rehearsal 
attendance regarding illness is as follows:

• If you are exhibiting symptoms of a respiratory 
illness, do not attend the rehearsal in person.

• If you have recovered from a respiratory illness 
and are not infectious, but have a few lingering 
symptoms, take a COVID test to ensure 
negativity and report the results to the choir 
office through choir@EugeneConcertChoir.org. 
Wear an N95 or KN95 face mask to rehearsal.

• If your medical history indicates that you are 
suffering from an allergy, rather than an illness, 
take a COVID test to ensure negativity and 
report the results to the choir office through 
choir@EugeneConcertChoir.org. Wear an N95 
or KN95 face mask to rehearsal.

For a performance, if you are ill, you are excused. 
If you are recovered from a respiratory illness 
and are not infectious, but have a few lingering 
symptoms, or if you exhibit symptoms due to an 
allergy, consult with the Artistic Director regarding 
potential performance attendance.


